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What Do Catholics Believe about the Bible? (2) 
 

I. Apostolic authorship and formation of NT canon 
a. Three stages: words and actions of Christ, apostolic preaching, distillation in 

writing (see prologue of Luke) [DV=Dei verbum from Vatican II] 
i. DV 18: The Church has always and everywhere held and continues to hold 

that the four Gospels are of apostolic origin. For what the Apostles 
preached in fulfillment of the commission of Christ, afterwards they 
themselves and apostolic men, under the inspiration of the divine Spirit, 
handed on to us in writing: the foundation of faith, namely, the fourfold 
Gospel, according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

ii. DV 20: Besides the four Gospels, the canon of the New Testament also 
contains the epistles of St. Paul and other apostolic writings, composed 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

b. 1st historical period, ca. 50-100 for three stages of revelation 
c. 2nd historical period from 100-400, recognition and definition of the NT Canon 

i. 20 protocanonical books never disputed: the 4 Gospels, Acts, 13 Epistles 
of Paul, 1 John, 1 Peter 

ii. 7 deuterocanonical books were disputed: Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 John, 3 John, 
James, Jude, and Revelation 

iii. 2nd century witnesses: “the Lord says” vs. “it is written” shows gradual 
recognition of inspired and authoritative nature of apostolic writings 

iv. spurious Gospels and other writings in 2nd c. led to need for excluding 
books and letters 

v. ca. 150 the heretic Marcion made his own canon: no OT, expurgated 
versions of Luke and 10 letters of Paul 

vi. first written evidence of a canon is the Muratonian Canon from Rome, ca. 
180. Reviews each book, though we don’t have whole document (23 
books). Includes some of the deuterocanonical books, excludes many 
spurious writings, uses principle of being read in liturgy 

vii. Athanasius’ Paschal Epistle of 367 lists all 27 NT books for the Church in 
Egypt 

viii. Eusebius of Caeserea has all 27 books, but some doubt about Revelation: 
records the dispute about it and some of the minor epistles. Also classifies 
spurious works separately from heretical works, the former are not 
dangerous like the latter. 

ix. Pope St. Innocent I in a letter of 405 lists all 27 books 
d. Deuterocanonical books de-emphasized by Luther, but not excluded from canon 



 

e. Trent dogmatically defined all 27 NT books in 1546, all are equally inspired and 
authoritative 

i. “[The Council] receives and venerates with the same sense of loyalty and 
reverence all the books of the Old and New Testament—for the one God 
is the author of both.” 

ii. includes unwritten Tradition as a source of revelation 
 

II. Implications for Authorship and Inspiration 
a. God is primary author of Scripture 
b. human authors are secondary, but must be understood first to get at divine 

intention (Incarnation principle: God works through human realities) 
i. DV 12. However, since God speaks in Sacred Scripture through men in 

human fashion, the interpreter of Sacred Scripture, in order to see clearly 
what God wanted to communicate to us, should carefully investigate what 
meaning the sacred writers really intended, and what God wanted to 
manifest by means of their words. 

c. authority of Church guarantees inclusion in Canon and inspiration, but reasons 
given do not have to be correct 

d. Disputed authorship affects interpretation but not inspiration and truth of texts 
e. we resist authorship theories that maintain contradictions between parts of 

Scripture 


